Characterization of Patients With Geographic Atrophy in Routine Clinical Practice.
Geographic atrophy (GA) affects millions of patients with age-related macular degeneration (AMD) worldwide, leading to significant, irreversible visual impairment. This study aims to characterize the visual impairment of patients with GA in a routine clinical practice. This single-center, cross-sectional study used a novel natural language processing to select 1,045 GA cases utilizing the macula examination records from 19,359 patients with AMD. Patients were classified based on the diagnosis of the fellow-eye as follow: 502 in group 1 (GA:GA), 403 in group 2 (GA : choroidal neovascularization), and 234 in group 3 (GA : early / intermediate AMD). Best-corrected visual acuity (BCVA) in the affected eye was 50.3 (± 22.1) letters in group 1, 52.5 (± 21.3) letters in group 2, and 48.5 (± 23.6) letters in group 3 (P < .05). Visual impairment (ineligibility for an unrestricted driver license) was present in 70.5% of group 1, 59.7% of group 2, and 39.6% of group 3. Legal blindness (BCVA < 20 letters in the best-seeing eye) was seen in 2.2% of group 1, 3% of group 2, and 0.8% of group 3. Differences in visual impairment between subgroups of patients with GA can be seen in routine clinical practice. [Ophthalmic Surg Lasers Imaging Retina. 2019;50:93-98.].